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December 

2023  

485 Woodstock Street, Crystal Lake, IL  

 

Phone: 815-459-5096 

E-mail: info@stpaulsucccl.org   |Website: www.stpaulsucc-cl.org  

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram: stpauls_ucc_cl   
 

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 
Via Facebook Live or streaming on website. 

 

Church Office Hours | 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
 

 Patience Truly is A Virtue 
 
                        As you may have picked up in a recent sermon, one of my personal pet peeves is when certain people 
want to fast-forward from Halloween to Christmas without as much as a thought or glimpse of the season of prepa-
ration.  You know, the “come thou long expected Jesus” period of watching and waiting. Advent! 
 
As a person ordained to uphold some of the historic traditions of our faith, it is my job to remind you of the practice 
(even discipline) of living in the waiting as Christians have done for centuries. It’s called the season of Advent for a 
reason. So, as hard as it is to WAIT, there is a good liturgical reason to hold off singing the beloved Christmas carols 
until the appropriate time, specifically at the start of the Christmas season. 
            
  The word “advent” derives from the Latin "adventus," meaning “coming.” During its earliest observances, 
Advent (not unlike Lent) was 40 days of repentance, fasting, and prayer as new believers prepared for their baptisms. 
Later Christians began practicing Advent as not just leading up to Christ’s incarnation but to an anticipated second 
coming of Christ. Advent became a period for renewing annually the anticipation of and longing for Jesus’ return. 
 
Lester Ruth, a professor at Duke Divinity School and a historian of Christian worship, offered this distinction for Ad-
vent: “The simplest way I have to distinguish between Advent and Christmas is that Advent uses the word "come" as 
a longing petition, expressed in anticipation. Whereas Christmas is a commemorative reflection on how the Lord “has 
come” in Christ's birth, and thus the trigger for a new redemptive order has begun.” 
 
            As cliché as it sounds, good things DO come to those who wait—but patiently. 
Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, wrote “I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to walk in a manner worthy 
of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 
in love, and making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." Ephesians 4:1-3 
 
 Let this be our Advent prayer: "God of hope, I look to you with an open heart and yearning spirit. During this 
Advent season, I will keep alert and awake, listening to your word and keeping to your precepts. My hope is in you." 
Amen.   
 
 May this holiday season bring you a sense of peace as you enjoy the progression and anticipate the outcome.   

 
See ya’ in church! 

Pastor Bob 
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Worship Opportunities for December & January 

December 3: 1st Sunday in Advent 
Scripture:  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19, Isaiah 64:1-9 
Sermon Theme:  Restore Us, Oh God 
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served. 
 
December 10: 2nd Sunday in Advent 
Scripture:  Isaiah 40:1-11 
Sermon Theme:  The Stuff That Legacies are Made of 
 
December 17: 3rd Sunday in Advent  
Scripture:  The Christmas Story 
Sermon Theme: A Do-it-yourself Christmas Pageant 
 
December 17:  Blue Christmas @ 4:00 p.m. 
 
December 24: 4th Sunday in Advent  
Scripture:  Luke 1:26-55 
Sermon Theme:  Let It Be 
 
December 24: Christmas Eve @ 4:00 p.m. 
Scripture:  Assorted Seasonal Texts 
Sermon Theme:  So Far, So Good 
 
December 31: 1st Sunday After Christmas 
Scripture:  Luke 2:22-40 
Sermon Theme:  In All My Days 
 
January 7: Baptism of Christ Sunday 
Scripture:  Mark 1:4-11 
Sermon Theme:  Beginnings 
Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served. 
 
January 14: 2nd Sunday After Epiphany 
Scripture:  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
Sermon Theme:  It’s Personal: On Having Intimacy with God 
 
January 21: 3rd Sunday After Epiphany 
Scripture:  Mark 1:14-20 
Sermon Theme:  To Follow Where God Leads 
 
January 28: 4th Sunday After Epiphany 
Scripture:  Mark 1:21-28 
Sermon Theme:  By What Authority?” 
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November 2023 

 

To My St. Paul’s Family, 

As we approach this season of Advent, I am reminded that God calls us to wait.  

 

Something miraculous is coming, if only we show patience. I, for one have never been a 
patient person. But as I look back on the past year, I am overwhelmed by the changes St. 
Paul’s has weathered.  

 

We move forward with anticipation of the year to come, with all its changes and new-
ness.  

 

On behalf of the Council, I wish you, your family and friends the joys of the season. And 
remember…be patient, good things are coming.  

 

In God’s service, 

Wendy Manser 

Church Council President  
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Nancy Schmitz   12/3 

Arlene Kopsell    12/6 

Bill Jelinek    12/7 

Milton Diedrick    12/9 

John Kennedy  12/12 

Jonathan Kriegel 12/13 

Jared Kay  12/13 

Adam Kay   12/13 

Lon Schmidt  12/17 

Wendy Domanico 12/22 

Jo Ellen Roxworthy 12/22 

Eric Domanico  12/25 

Marsha Britt  12/27 

Rylee Whetham 12/29 

Michele Eich    1/1 

Jean Hautzinger   1/4 

Jane Gulino    1/5 

Gene Virzi    1/6 

Becky Burns    1/7 

Martin Barski    1/11 

Shirley Berghorn   1/11 

Brian Kriegel    1/12 

Carey Pagnotta   1/14 

Eli Rickard    1/15 

Virginia Covalt   1/15 

Karen Radovich   1/16 

David Burdloff    1/17 
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Sunday, December 17th 

Fellowship Time 

Please bring a dozen of your favorite Christmas 
cookies to share and spread Christmas joy with 
our church family! 
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BLUE CHRISTMAS: A SERVICE OF WHOLENESS AND HEALING 

Sunday, December 17, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. 

“Comfort, comfort my people, says our God”  (Isaiah 40:1) 

 

Christmas can be a time for many when we are in need of reassurance and comfort. Perhaps we are 

grieving over the loss of a job. Whatever the case, we wonder how we will get through the holidays. 

There are many moments in our lives when we need comfort. There are tough times when we yearn 

for consolation. The suffering people who looked for the long-awaited Messiah were given a hope 

filled image of God in the writings of Isaiah.  It expresses the belief that no matter what happens to 

us, God will be there to comfort and support us. 

Our Columbarium Ministry is hosting Blue Christmas: A Service of Wholeness and Healing on Sun-

day, December 17th, 2023, at 4:00 p.m. Any and all who are feeling a little “blue” during the holiday 

season are welcome to join us. This service will be held both in person and online. 

 For those of you watching online, there will be an opportunity to interact virtually on Facebook by 

providing the name of a loved one who has been lost or any pain you are experiencing. Prayer re-

quests will also be received. 

Immediately following the service, there will be casual conversation along with refreshments for you 

to enjoy. If you have any questions, please call the church office at 815-459-5096 or visit our website.  

St. Paul’s UCCC 

https://stpaulsucc-cl.org/
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St. Paul’s Church U.C.C. Presents: 
Let’s Talk Church 

 
St. Paul’s UCC finds itself at a crossroads and is therefore in a unique position to do some serious self-
reflection and prepare for the next phase of our church life. The end goal in this intentional interim period 
is to work to become a healthy and revitalized faith community and thus be thus able to attract the best pos-
sible candidate to serve as our settled pastor.  With that end goal in mind, we are proposing a three-part se-
ries of Saturday retreats. 
 
Let’s Talk Church is a project designed for the purpose of coming together with fellow church members 
(particularly those in leadership positions) to engage in a time of introspection, inspiration, and innovation. 
 
As we engage in the process, we have the opportunity, therefore, to prayerfully consider the many ways in 
which we can be the kind of church that can best serve the people who belong, the community in which we 
exist, and the wider United Church of Christ. In short, to reflect on how we can best work together with 
others to become a more just, generous, vibrant, and vital church. 
 
Session 2 is set for Saturday, January 20th (same time frame). Session 3 will happen sometime in mid-
2024. To reiterate, our end goal for all three sessions is to prepare our church profile as well as to begin 
planning for the work of the pastoral search committee. 
 
The planning team for Let’s Talk Church is Wendy Manser, Ruth Costello, and Pastor Bob. Feel free to 
contact one of them if you have questions or ideas. As with anything crucial to our faith community, we 
always welcome your prayers. 
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Wreath of Friendship 
 

On Saturday, December 9th, we will sponsor our annual Wreath of Friendship.  Poinsettias and delicious 
baked goods are delivered to members and friends of St. Paul’s who have lost loved ones during the 
year. We also remember and honor our homebound and elderly friends with this gift from the church 
family. 

 

  Please put the Wreath of Friendship on your December “to do” list.  You can help us by: 

1. Donating baked goods, (cookies and small breads) 

2. Donating your time and delivering the gift; and/or making a monetary donation to assist with  

    the cost of the poinsettias.  

 

Look for the sign-up sheet at the Market Place in the Narthex if you are willing to help us this year.  

 

Circle Saturday, December 9th on your calendar today and keep the Wreath of Friendship in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

 

Thank you, 

Wreath of Friendship Ministry 
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January 
Sunday Worship 

10:00 a.m. 

December 
Sunday Worship 

10:00 a.m. 

USHERS 

January 7th 
Sheryl Gee- Captain 

Gary Gee & Wendy Domanico 

Greeter:  TBD 

Liturgist: TBD 

 
 January 14th 

Jim Henneman - Captain 

Lauren Henneman & Linda Ticknor 

Greeter:  TBD 

Liturgist:  TBD 

 
January 21st 

Ken Hansen - Captain 

Gene & Lynn Virzi 

Greeter: TBD 

Liturgist: TBD 

 

January 28th 
John Whetham -  Captain 

Jean Hautzinger & Cheryll Triefenbach 

Greeters: TBD 

Liturgist: TBD 

 

 

 

 
 

 

USHERS 

December 3rd 

Ken Thrun - Captain 

Joe & Jan Rickard 

Greeter:  Marianne Deacon 

Liturgist:  Linda Ticknor 
 

December 10th 
Ken Hansen - Captain 

Karen Hansen & Ann Lingner 

Greeter:  Gene & Lynn Virzi 

Liturgist:  Jim Henneman 
 

December 17th—Christmas Program 
Gary Voss - Captain 

Carla Voss & Linda Ticknor 

Greeter: Jane Dawson 

Liturgist: N/A 
 

December 24th 10am 
John Whetham -  Captain 

Wendy Manser & John Vogt 

Greeters: TBD 

Liturgist: Fred Mullard 

 

December 24th 5pm 
Bill Eich -  Captain 

Alec Eich & Jane Dawson 

Greeters: TBD 

Liturgist: Sue Phillips 

 

December 31st 
Jim Henneman -  Captain 

Lauren Henneman & Steve Tobin 

Greeters: TBD 
Liturgist:  TBD 
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St. Paul’s Members 

N/A 
  

St. Paul’s Homebound Friends  
N/A 

  
Deceased Members and Friends  

N/A 
 

Friends 
N/A 

 
 Military - Stateside 

Todd Whetham, Beth Roxworthy 
  

Sponsored Children 
Alberly (Dominican Republic), Andrian (Indonesia), Daniel W. (Indonesia), Nicole V. (Bolivia), Nicole S. 

(USA), Tran Thi Chin (Vietnam), Breny (Columbia), Alfred (Tanzania), Isack S. (Tanzania), Maria, Jobenta 
M. (Haiti), Emyli (Guatemala) 
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 St. Paul’s Vision 
 Call to serve 

 Our 

 Neighbors’ and Members’ 

 Needs by 

 Engaging as  

 Christ’s people 

 Through service and Love 
           

Follow Us on Social Media!  
             Keep up with St. Paul’s latest news, information,  
              and connection.  LIKE and share our on social media. 
  

 
  
  
   
  Church Staff 
    Pastor Bob Wang  
    815-459-5096  - pastor@stpaulsucclc.org  
     
    Office Manager, Lena Vocalino 
    815-459-5096  -  info@stpaulsucccl.org 
 
    Preschool Director, Becky Berghorn 
    815 - 479-9770  - guidinglightdirector@gmail.com  
 

    Church Council 
   Wendy Manser, Council President 
   815-245-0058  - wendy0506@att.net 
      
    Donna Butler, Council Vice President 
    815-451-1114  - butlersmail6@yahoo.com          
 
    Janis Braun, Secretary 
    815- 575-1997 - eliotness62@gmail.com  
  
    Fred Mullard, Treasurer 
    224-629-3755 - mullard@mc.net 
 
    Jennifer Good, Financial Secretary 
    815-245-3287- jennifer.a.good@gmail.com 

    Ruth Costello  
    815-354-0121- rev.ruth.costello@gmail.com 

    Nancy Schmitz 
    815-338 -2670 - nancyschmitz123@icloud.com  

    Joe Rickard 
    815-243-6294 - jrick4@sbcglobal.net 

    Linda Ticknor—lindaticknor@gmail.com                       

     815-382-8295 

 

  
 

 

  

E a s y  a n d  Co n v e n i e n t  
 These products make it easy to earn on the go. 
 
PrestoPay™ 
The secure online payment system for families that lets them pay for orders 
and receive e-gift cards and reload their cards immediately.  
 
 
 MyScripWallet™ 
Our mobile website where families can buy physical gift cards, reloads, and 
eGift cards. Directly onto their phones great for when you are in line at a 
store. your can reload or buy cards to go straight to your phone!  

Give the Gift of SCRIP 

IN STOCK SCRIP CARDS  as of November 28th, 2023 

Amazon                10 @ $25 

Best Buy       1 @ $25 

Buffalo Wild Wings       2 @ $25 

Chili’s      4 @ $25 

Chipotle       3 @ $10 

Darden  (Olive Garden)    8 @ $25 

Dunkin’       6 @ $10 

Fannie May     5 @ $10 

Home Depot       2 @ $100 

IHOP         1 @ $25 

Jewel                            2  @ $25/11 @ $100 

Kohl’s                   4 @25/1 @ $100  

LL Bean       1 @ $100 

Mariano’s        3 @ $50   

Menards     2 @ $100 

Panera        6 @ $10 

Red Lobster     8 @ $25 

Shell        7 @  $50 

Speedway               12 @  $25/1 @ $100 

Starbucks               7 @10/ 10 @ $25 

Synergy   (Mobil)      3 @ $50 

Steinmart       1 @  $25 

Subway        3 @ $10 

Synergy (Mobile)    4 @ $50 

Target        2 @ $25 

TJ Maxx (Sierra, HomeGoods, Marshall)         2 @ $100 

Walmart                                  8 @ $250 

If you need any of the above cards, they can be dropped off at 
church for pick up.  If you want to order any particular cards, 
please let me know.  As always, checks are made payable to St. 
Paul’s.   Karen Radovich  nuknees@mc.net  

mailto:guidinglightdirector@gmail.com
tel:8152450058
tel:8154511114
mailto:butlersmail6@yahoo.com
tel:8155751997
mailto:eliotness62@gmail.com
mailto:nancyschmitz123@icloud.com
mailto:lindaticknor@gmail.com

